Teaching American Literature: A Journal of Theory and Practice
http://www.teachingamericanlit.com

The Controversy of the American Canon: Its History and Formation

Albert, Alvin. "Yusef Komunyakaa: The Unified Vision--Canonization and
Humanity." African American Review 27.1 (spring 1993): 119-123.

Alberti, John. The Canon in the Classroom: The Pedagogical Implications of
Canon Revision in American Literature.

Altieri, Charles. "An Idea and Ideal of a Literary Canon." Critical Inquiry 10.1
(September 1983): 37-60.

Altieri, Charles. Canons And Consequences: Reflections on the Ethical Force of
Imaginative Ideals.

Anderson, Earl R. "Defining the Canon." PMLA 116.5 (October 2001): 1442-
1443.

Anderson, Earl R., and Gianfrancesco Zanetti. "Comparative Semantic
Approaches to the Idea of a Literary Canon." The Journal of Aesthetics
and Art Criticism 58.4 (Autumn 2000): 341-360.

Avallone, Charlene. "What American Renaissance? The Gendered Genealogy of
a Critical Discourse." PMLA 112.5 (October 1997): 1102-1120.

Bacon, Jacqueline. "Impasse or Tension? Pedagogy and the Canon
Controversy." College English 55.5 (September 1993): 501-514.

Baraka, Amiri. "Cultural Revolution and The Literary Canon." Callaloo 14.1
(Winter 1991): 150-156.

Baym, Nina. "Melodramas of Beset Manhood: How Theories of American Fiction
Exclude women Authors." American Quarterly 33.2 (Summer 1981): 123-
139.

Bercovitch, Sacvan. The Problem of Ideology in American Literary History."
Critical Inquiry 12.4 (Summer 1986): 631-653.

Bérubé, Michael. Marginal Forces/Cultural Centers: Tolson, Pynchon, and the
Politics of the Canon.

Bibby, Michael. "Where Is Vietnam?' Antiwar Poetry and the Canon." College
English 55.2 (February 1993): 158-178.

Birkerts, Sven P. Literature: The Evolving Canon."Black Authors Don't Know
They Have Entered the Literary Canon until They See a Cliffs Notes
Version of Their Work." The Journal of Blacks in Higher Education 32
(Summer 2001): 25.

"Black Writers and Harold Bloom's Literary Canon." The Journal of Blacks in
Higher Education 6 (Winter 1994): 24-25.

Bloom, Harold. Western Canon.

Bloom, James D. "Fellow Travelers: A Canon for Critics." American Literary
History 2.4 (Winter 1990): 772-780.

Bona, Mary Jo, and Irma Maini. Multiethnic Literature And Canon Debates.

Bredahl, A. Carl Jr. New Ground : Western American Narrative and the Literary
Canon.



Brown, Joan Lipman. "Teaching the Expanding Canon: A Socio-Cultural
Approach to Hispanic Literature by Women." Hispania 74.4 (December
1991): 1133-1137.

Brown, Joan L., and Crista Johnson. "The Contemporary Hispanic Novel: Is
There a Canon?" Hispania 78.2 (May 1995): 252-261.

Brown, Joan L., and Crista Johnson. "Required Reading: The Canon in Spanish
and Spanish American Literature." Hispania 81.1 (March 1998): 1-19.

Buell, Lawrence. "American Pastoral Ideology Reappraised." American Literary
History 1.1 (Spring 1989): 1-29.

Casement, William. The Great Canon Controversy: The Battle of the Books in
Higher Education.

Corse, Sarah M., and Monica D. Griffin. "Cultural Valorization and African
American Literary History: Reconstructing the Canon." Sociological Forum
12.2 (June 1997): 173-2083.

Csicsila, Joseph, and Tom Quirk. Canons by Consensus: Critical Trends and
American Literature Anthologies.

Cutter, Martha J. Zitkala-S&'s Autobiographical Writings: The Problems of a
Canonical Search for Language and Identity." MELUS 19.1 (Spring 1994):
31.44.

Dallas, Elizabeth S. "Canon Cancrizans and the Four Quartets." Comparative
Literature 17.3 (Summer 1965): 193-208.

Delbanco, Andrew. Required Reading: Why Our American Classics Matter Now.

Denby, David. Great Books.

Depew, Mary, and Dirk Obbink, eds. Matrices of Genre: Authors, Canons, and
Society.

Diffley, Kathleen. "Reconstructing the American Canon: E Pluribus Unum?" The
Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association 21.2 (Autumn
1988): 1-15.

Dolle, Raymond F. "The New Canaan, the Old Canon, and the New World in
American Literature Anthologies." College Literature 17.2/3 (June 1990):

Donoghue, Denis. The American Classics : A Personal Essay.

Douglass, Paul. "Loose Canon on the Deck: Curriculum Wars of the Nineties."
Pacific Coast Philology 26.1/2 (July 1991): 26-34.

Grossman, Jay. "The Canon in the Closet: Matthiessen's Whitman,
Whitman's Matthiessen." American Literature 70.4 (December 1998): 799-
832.

Ezell, Margaret J. M. "The Myth of Judith Shakespeare: Creating the Canon of
Women's Literature." New Literary History 21.3 (Spring 1990): 579-592.

Ferry, Anne. Tradition and the Individual Poem: An Inquiry into Anthologies.

Fishbein, Leslie. "Rev. of Gender, Theory, and the Canon." James A. Winders.
The American Historical Review 98.4 (October 1993: 1239-1240.

Fogarty, Robert S. "A Utopian Literary Canon." The New England Quarterly 38.3
(September 1965): 386-391.

Ford, Laura Christian. Liberal Education and the Canon: Five Great Texts Speak
to Contemporary Social Issues.



Fowler, Alastair. "Genre and the Literary Canon." New Literary History 11.1
(Autumn 1979): 97-119.

Fox-Genoveses, Elizabeth. "Between Individualism and Fragmentation:
American Culture and the New Literary Studies of Race and Gender."
American Quarterly 42.1 (March 1990):

Friedman, Ellen G. "Where Are the Missing Contents? (Post) Modernism Gender
and the Canon." PMLA 108.2 (March 1993): 240-252.

Gates, Henry Louis Jr. Loose Canons: Notes on the Culture Wars.

Goebel, Bruce A., and James C. Hall. Teaching a "New Canon"?: Students
Teachers and Texts in the College Literature Classroom.

Golding, Alan. From Outlaw to Classic: Canons in American Poetry.

Gorak, Jan. The Making of the Modern Canon: Genesis and Crisis of a Literary
Idea.

Grace, John Patrick. "Tuition, Theory, Feminism, and the Canon." PMLA 104.3
(May 1989): 359-360.

Graff, Gerald. Professing Literature: An Institutional History.

Gregory, Robert. "Cather in the Canon." Modern Language Studies 15.4 (Autumn
1985): 95-101.

Gugelberger, Georg M. "Decolonizing the Canon: Considerations of Third World
Literature." New Literary History 22.3 (Summer 1991): 505-524.

Guillory, John. "Canon Syllabus List: A Note on the Pedagogic Imaginary."
Transition 52 (1991): 36-54.

Guillory, John. Cultural Capital: The Problem of Literary Canon Formation

Guillory, John. "The Ideology of Canon-Formation: T. S. Eliot and Cleanth
Brooks." Critical Inquiry 10.1 (September 1983): 173-98.

Haggerty, George E. "The Gay Canon." American Literary History 12.1/2 (Spring
2000): 284-297.

Hall, Pamela. "Feminism and the Canon." The Journal of Philosophy 88.10
(October 1991): 568-569.

Hirsch, E. D. Dictionary of Cultural Literacy.

Howe, Irving. The Value of the Canon: What's Wrong with 'P.C.
18 February, 1991. 40-47.

Hubbell, Jay B. Who Are the Major American Writers? A Study of the Changing
Literary Canon.

Hyland, Peter. Discharging the Canon: Cross-Cultural Readings in Literature.

Jackson, Richard. Black Writers And The Hispanic Canon.

Jordan, Jennifer. "Arthur P. Davis: Forging the Way for the Formation of the
Canon."

Callaloo 20.2 (Spring 1997): 450-460.

Joyce, Joyce A. "The Black Canon: Reconstructing Black American Literary
Criticism." New Literary History 18.2 (Winter 1987): 335-344.

Judy, Ronald A. T. (Dis)forming the American Canon: African-Arabic Slave
Narratives and the Vernacular.

Kafka, Phillipa. "Another Round of Canon Fire: Feminist and Multi-Ethnic Theory
in the American Literature Survey." MELUS 16.2 (Summer 1989): 31.49.

Kermode, Frank. Pleasure and Change: The Aesthetics of Canon.

New Republic



Kilcup, Karen L., and Thomas S. Edwards. Jewett and Her Contemporaries:
Reshaping the Canon.

Kinney, Clare. "Postscript From the Canon's Mouth." Callaloo 17.2 (Spring 1994):
586-589.

Kolodny, Annette. "The Integrity of Memory: Creating a New Literary History of
the United States." American Literature 57.2 (May 1985): 291-307.

Kramnick, Jonathan Brody. "The Making of the English Canon." PMLA 112.5
(October 1997): 1087-1101.

Krupat, Arnold. "Native American Literature and the Canon." Critical Inquiry 10.1
(September 1983): 145-171.

Lauter, Paul. Canons And Contexts.

Lauter, Paul. "History and the Canon." Social Text 12 (Autumn 1985): 94-101.

Lauter, Paul. "Is Frances Ellen Watkins Harper Good Enough to Teach?" Legacy
5.1 (Spring 1988): 27-37.

Lauter, Paul. "Melville Climbs the Canon." American Literature 66.1 (March
1994): 1-24.

Lauter, Paul. "Race and Gender in the Shaping of the American Literary Canon:
A Case Study from the Twenties." Feminist Studies 9.3 (Autumn 1983):
435-463.

Levin, Harry. "Core, Canon, Curriculum." College English 43.4 (April 1981): 352-
362.

Li, David Leiwei. "China Men: Maxine Hong Kingston and the American Canon."
American Literary History 2.3 (Autumn 1990): 482-502.

Machor, James L. "Canon Exchanges and the Changing Profession." The
Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association 31.2 (Winter 1998):
24-30.

Mancing, Howard. "A Consensus Canon of Hispanic Poetry." Hispania 69.1
(March 1986): 53-81.

Marx, Leo. "Believing in America: An Intellectual Project and a National Ideal."
Boston Review http://www.bostonreview.net/BR28.6/marx.html

Mignolo, Walter D. "Canons A(nd)Cross-Cultural Boundaries (Or Whose Canon
Are We Talking About?)." Poetics Today 12.1 (Spring 1991): 1-28.

Morris, Timothy. Becoming Canonical in American Poetry.

Muijica, Barbara. "Teaching Literature: Canon, Controversy, and the Literary
Anthology." Hispania 80.2 (May 1997): 203-215.

Mullen, Edward. "The Emergence of Afro-Hispanic Poetry: Some Notes on
Canon Formation." Hispanic Review 56.4 (Autumn 1988): 435-453.

Nadel, Alan. Invisible Criticism: Ralph Ellison and the American Canon.

Nelson, Cary. Repression and Recovery: Modern American Poetry and the
Politics of Cultural Memory 1910-1945.

Ohmann, Richard. "The Shaping of a Canon: U.S. Fiction, 1960-1975." Critical
Inquiry 10.1 (September 1983): 199-223.

Palumbo-Liu, David, ed. The Ethnic Canon: Histories Institutions and
Interventions.

Parker, Robert Dale. "Material Choices: American Fictions, the Classroom, and
the Post-Canon." American Literary History 5.1 (Spring 1993): 89-110.




Pease, Donald E. "Leslie Fiedler, the Rosenberg Trial, and the Formulation of an
American Canon." boundary 217.2 (Summer 1990): 155-198.

Pease, Donald E. New Americanists: Revisionist Interventions into the Canon."
boundary 217.1 (Spring 1990): 1-37.

Pease. Donald E., ed. Revisionary Interventions into the Americanist Canon.

Piper, William Bowman. "My Canon and Ours." College English 47.2 (February
1985): 141-147.

Quirk, Tom, and Gary Scharnhorst, eds. American Realism And The Canon
indberg, Kathryne V., and Joseph G. Kronick, eds. America's Modernisms:
Revaluing the Canon: Essays in Honor of Joseph N. Riddel.

Robinson, Lillian S. "Canon Fathers and Myth Universe." New Literary History
19.1 (Autumn 1987): 23-35.

Robinson, Lillian S. "Treason Our Text: Feminist Challenges to the Literary
Canon." Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature 2.1 (Spring 1983): 83-98.

Robinson, Lillian S. In The Canon's Mouth: Dispatches from the Culture Wars.

Ryan, Mark B. "The American Canon Wars: A View from Mexico." Journal of
American Culture 20.2 (Summer 1997): 171-77.

Scharnhorst, Gary. Henry David Thoreau: A Case Study in Canonization.

Shaw, Peter. Recovering American Literature.

Shelton, Marie-Denise. "Who Is Afraid of the Canon?" Pacific Coast Philology
32.2 (1997): 136-139.

Simmons, Diane. "Jamaica Kincaid and the Canon: In Dialogue with Paradise
Lost and Jane Eyre." MELUS 23.2 (Summer 1998): 65-85.

Smith, Johanna M. "Hard-Boiled Detective Fiction: Gendering the Canon." Pacific
Coast Philology 26.1/2 (July 1991): 78-84.

Smith, Susan Harris. "Generic Hegemony: American Drama and the Canon."
American Quarterly 41.1 (March 1989): 112-122.

Smith, Valerie. Self-Discovery and Authority in Afro-American Narrative.

Spanos, William V. The Errant Art of Moby-Dick: The Canon the Cold War and
the Struggle for American Studies.

Spengemann, William C. A New World of Words: Redefining Early American
Literature.

Tompkins, Jane. "Masterpiece Theater: The Politics of Hawthorne's Literary
Reputation." Sensational Designs: The Cultural Work of American Fiction,
1790-1860. 3-39.

Undank, Jack. "Canon Comfort: A Response to 'The Canon in 1986 in American
Universities." The French Review 61.3 (February 1988): 439-442.

Verhoeven, W. M., ed. Rewriting the Dream: Reflections on the Changing
American Literary Canon.

Von Hallberg, Robert. Canons.

Waldinger, Renée. "The Canon in 1986 in American Universities." The French
Review 61.3 (February 1988): 433-438.

Waxman, Barbara Frey. "Canonicity and Black American Literature: A Feminist
View." MELUS 14.2 (Summer 1987): 87-93.

Weixlmann, Joe. "Dealing with the Demands of an Expanding Literary Canon."
College English 50.3 (March 1988): 273-283.



Whelchel, Marianne. "Transforming the Canon with Nontraditional Literature by
Women." College English 46.6 (October 1984): 587-597.

Wiener, Harvey S., and Nora Eisenberg. "A Comment on 'The Essay Canon.
College English 62.2 (November 1999): 277-279.



